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31 Januery 1968

LEAYT

BUBJECT: The Relatiom of the CIA-IIA Study of Soviet Reinforcement
Capabilitiss to Other Mending Commitments

1, The indtial report of the CIA-UIA Study Group does not
address the loglsticel aspact of the problem of Soviet reinforce -
mont capabilities, but does provide a highly significent prelimi .
Rary resssessment of Soviet ground forces TOE and pescetime lovels
of ccmbat readiness. It sppesrs that this reassesament will prove
to have ixportant implicaticas with respect to Soviet cepebilities
end intentions in various contivgencles. RNuother work 13 required
before we can promcunce with ressooable sssurance on these points,
but it 1s alvesdy spperent that wve are moving toward a significantly
revised estimate of the stresgth snd capsbdilities of the Soviet
ground forces and of Soviet concepts for their seployment.

2, Given the ualfinished state of this remssessmant, questions
arise ss to hov the matter shoild be treated in various pemading
sctions te which ve are committed., Moreower, the very mmltiplicity
of these comaitments appears t0 have led to scme confusion. We
therefore think that it would be helpful %o set forth below whet
they are, in the order in which they will come before USIB, and
how wg proposs to prooeed iz emch oese,
1 gutomalic
inz and
2 iiassification ]
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3. The Becond US Position Paper for MO J1/68 is scheduled
for USIE sction on 8§ Februery. This peper must cogtain US camments
on the British draft for the Oround Farces Section of MU 151/68.
The British draft is out of date, even in terms of NIE 11-1-67,
which is itself out of dete in texms of the preliminary findings
of the CIA-IIA Study. We propose to comment on the basis of
¥IE 11-34-67, partly because we are umable to discuss the evidence
wderiying the CIA-IUA Study in s NATO meeting, partly decause the
implicetions of the CIA-IIA Study have not yet received mature
considaration, and pertly beceuse of the CIA-IEA Study itself is
8ot & USIB-ocordinated document.

ment to NIE 3.,2:441-—6’?‘. FIE 11-14-67 itself
Promised o Supplement on Soviet Capebilities Agatnst the Central
Reglon of NATC corresponding to Section VIT of BIE 11-14-66.
Production of this ssction wns deferved until Felwuary 1968, by
which time it was expected that the CIA-ITA Study would have bsen
campletad., As 1t happens, the isitial report of the CIA-ITA Study
mmmmmmmw,mm
require scme revision of the extent text of NI¥ 11-1%-67. In the
clrowmstances, ve propose to forget the Supplament, aad to produce
irstond a Nemorsndm to Holders. Such 2 Hemoranhw 1s neceseary
io order to retract what wee eaid in NIE 11-1h .67 thet we now
consider erroneous (particulsvly in Conclusion B and in varsgrapho

14-13), to say positively es much 83 we now can ssy on the basis

-2 .
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of the laitial report of the CIA-IZA Study Group and to promise
& more definliive discussion in I8 11-14-6B., we Plan to gukmit
ammmm for USIB consideration on 7 March.

wubstantially, but nummuhwmm. We have

M&Wmmn-ﬁ,um&mwmwﬂm
would heve on 11.8, scheduled for Saptember, and i1-3, schefuled
for October, ﬁam;mwsmmmm@m%
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Setimstes by mid-Novembor, and experience tesches thet with respect
'WMQMMWmmfwmwmmw&iw,
m%m,mmwﬂatmmmmmw
schadule, mmmtsaeﬁammm~mmmﬂm
ﬁmmmmm,Mammm«%fcﬁw
dater If significently differsnt findings are subseguent

8, ¥e suggest that OSR should be commended for 1ts inttia-
tiﬂinm&gﬁ&mmhuﬁmfmm&mmwmw
mmw,mmmwmwsmm&

méed for & promising bagiming. The isdispensable collaboration
wmmmwwm,mmmymmw»
mindedness and willing cooperatica of Lt. Col. John A. Barmet, Juv.,
.Ptaewmwmmm. AL the same time, we think
1% essential that the Study Group be kept in being in arder to
wm%m,fw%t@dﬁmariumwgem
nmmm%anmlmfsm%hmm

FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTTMATRES:

ABBOY STy
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